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the way in which you can best exert your influence to
maintain the spirit of co-operation which intimated the
proceedings of the Round Table Conference. But His
Excellency feels bound to emphasize that he will not be
prepared to discuss with you measures which the Govern-
ment of India, with the full approval of His Majesty's
Government, have found it necessary to adopt in
Bengal, the United Provinces and the N.-W. F. P.

"These measures must in any case be kept in force
until they have served the purpose for which they were
imposed, namely preservation of law and order essential
to good Government. On receipt of your reply His-
Excellency proposes to publish this correspondence."

The following is Mahatma Ji's rejoinder to the
Viceroy's reply :

"I thank His Excellency for the wire in reply to-
mine of 29th instant* It grieves me for His Excellency
has rejected in a manner hardly befitting his high posi-
tion an advance made in the friendliest spirit. I had
approached as a seeker wanting light on questions for
which I desired to understand the Government version
of very serious and extraordinary measures to which I
made reference. Instead of appreciating my advance His
Excellency has rejected it by asking me to repudiate my
valued colleagues in advance and telling me that even if
I became guilty of such dishonourable conduct and
sought interview I could not even discuss these matters
of vital importance to the Nation.

**In my opinion the constitutional issue dwindles
into insignificance in the face of the Ordinances and
acts which must, if not met with stubborn resistance,,
and in other demoralisation of the Nation,. I hope the
self-respecting Indian will run the risk of killing nation-
al spirit for a doubtful contingency of securing a consti*